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NEWS AROUND HOME

     I think that there are some positive things about
being home and learning online. The first positive
thing is that I get to spend more time with my family.
The second positive thing is that I can learn in my
bed! Who does not want to learn in their bed? The
third positive thing is that it is less stressful at home
than it is at school. When you are at home, you have a
longer time to do your assignments, but in school you
only have about 45 minutes each period. 
 
     Some world wide positive things are happening
too. For example, there is not as much pollution in the
air because people are not using cars as much, and
most factories are not running since their workers are
not able to stay six feet apart. Also, animals now have
more space to roam around. The other day I saw
reports on bears roaming the streets in North
Carolina, coyotes running around San Francisco, and
penguins visiting other animals at the zoo to say hello!
It was the one of the craziest things I have ever seen!
 
Stay positive out there!
 

THE POSITIVE SIDE

                            Edited by Mrs. Roncati 
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     One day, my family and I went to visit Humming Meadows Alpaca Farm. I
keep my alpaca on the farm, his name is Hersey. While there, we helped with
the shearing of the alpaca. Shearing takes a lot of people and time. First,  you
need to pick them up and lay them on their side on the ground.   The people
who work there tie the alpacas legs so they won’t hurt themselves. When they
are on the ground on their side, they complain a lot,  cry and whine. The
person who sheers starts with the really soft 
f leece which is on the side and back of the 
alpaca. This fleece is what you use to make 
socks, blankets, and scarfs.  The fleece around 
the neck that is less soft can also be used as 
blankets. The rest of the wool is thrown away 
because it is not good to use. 
 
     After shearing there is a lot of fur on the 
ground so we put it into trash bags. The 
blanket fleece is washed to clean out the dirt,  
sticks, and leaves. The fleece is dried and 
spun into yarn.

ALPACA SHEARING
BY ANALEIGH GOLDSTEIN

THE NOT SO POSITIVE SIDE
BY JOHNNY PAPADOPOULOS

     Online schooling may seem like the best thing ever, but it’s not as
bright as you think it is. Here are some reasons why online schooling can
be a bad thing:

One of our alpaca friends

1.) Looking at a computer screen all day
without stretching your neck and back can
hurt!
 
2.) Looking at a screen all day can also harm
your eyes. 
 
3.) You don’t get to see your friends in
person.
 
Although these things make learning a little
harder, the school did a great job with video
homerooms and virtual enrichment



Due to the coronavirus, many of us are stuck at home with nothing to do. If you’re bored and
don’t know what to do except kill time, check out this list! These fun activities are bound to
keep you excited and innovative, all while teaching you a new skill or helping you try out new
hobbies.
 
Indoor Camping: Try setting up a tent inside to hang out in. It might not be much, but it
might make your day much more interesting.
 
Write a story/fanfiction: Writing a story can enhance your writing and thinking skills as
well as keeping you occupied.
 
Check out these videos/articles on social distancing: 
Social Distancing Is Hard. This Astronaut Has Some Advice.
 
Opinion | I Spent a Year in Space, and I Have Tips on 
Isolation to Share
 
Create a paper Tamagotchi: This is a really fun project that 
I found online from a friend. You can look at my other article for directions (page 8).
 
Start a journal/diary, blog, or Youtube channel: 
Releasing your emotions and pressures especially during this time is good for you, even if
you don’t usually want to share. But if you do want to, creating a public channel/site can
be useful for sharing your creations!
 
Start learning a new instrument (if it won’t bother your neighbors): Learning an
instrument can be enjoyable, and it also has a lot of benefits that will make learning easier.
 
Learn a new language by downloading Duolingo or a similar app: 
Learning a language is quite important and can get you lots of 
good jobs later in life. Plus it just makes you feel good! 😎
 
Just read a book (get away from screen time): Using devices too much 
can be bad for your health. Reading a book once in a while can be 
good for you.
 
Coloring books: Coloring may sound boring, but it can really relax your mind and can help
you feel calm.
 
Organize your desk (by color, size, type, etc.): Just get it done while you can. 
You’re never going to get it done later.
 
Donate money to food charities: Ask your parents to 
help, so you can make a difference with your small actions!
 
 
 

WHAT TO DO IN QUARANTINE (WHEN
YOU'RE BORED)
BY SOPHIA KIM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KCK334mQlY4
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/21/opinion/scott-kelly-coronavirus-isolation.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/21/opinion/scott-kelly-coronavirus-isolation.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/21/opinion/scott-kelly-coronavirus-isolation.html


Facetime your friends and see how they’re doing in quarantine: Just knowing your friends
are there can be satisfactory. Just seeing how they’re doing won’t hurt.
 
Play video games: Video games might sound harmful, but some of them can really help you
relax and take a break (as long as you don’t do it too much.)
 
Use Photoshop or another site to make awesome creations: Photoshop is a really cool site
where you can make or draw anything! Using Photoshop or other apps such as Procreate can
be pretty useful.
 
Watch a tv show: Watching a show can be a good source of fun!
 
Create an animation/comic series: If you like drawing, create a story or animation. If you just
want to do something new, try drawing a comic strip every day, or create an animation to
share with others. It can improve your drawing, tech, and story/writing skills.
 
Create a collage: Collages are a different type of art than just 
drawing. You can create anything 3D with just a few different 
colored papers.
 
Work out (jump rope, use a treadmill, ride a bike): Exercising is 
important, especially since you’re prone to not get any during this 
time. Make sure you are getting enough exercise every day to keep 
yourself healthy and happy.
 
Take a walk: Observe some nature once in a while: it will make you feel good, as well as
getting some exercise. :)
 
Take care of yourself: Make sure you’re taking good care of yourself. Take a shower, wash
your hands, or do a workout for your body’s health.
 
Create some ASCII art (making a picture out of symbols on 
the keyboard): https://www.asciiart.eu/) 
 
Create a song using Garageband: Making songs call for a lot 
of musical creativity and experimenting, but it’s still very 
entertaining. Plus, it just makes you feel awesome that you 
wrote a song by yourself!
 
Meditate/do yoga: If you’re under a lot of stress recently, or are feeling anxious, meditating
and stretching can help you greatly. If you do a little daily, you’re bound to feel better and
much calmer.
 
Observe your surroundings more: It may sound strange, but take a moment to be grateful and
to really notice the things around you. Look out the window and try to see things, like the
trees or the houses, for the first time. Do it as if you’d moved out of your house for a year and
just came back today. It will make your life more interesting, less dull, and teach you how to
truly live in the moment.
 
 
 
 



     One afternoon, my dad came home 
saying he bought chicken eggs for us to 
hatch. They gave us an incubator and a 
dozen chicken eggs. We plugged in the 
incubator, put in the eggs, and kept the 
temperature at 100 degrees.       
 
     One day, three weeks later, there were 
some holes in the eggs. Later that day, 
we went downstairs and saw that one 
little baby chicken hatched! It was 
skinny and still very weak and the feathers 
were wet. We checked again in a few more hours and we had two more hatchlings.
When the chickens first come out of the eggs, they are wet, but 

Try out a new hobby: Whether it’s drawing, baking, writing, coloring, or doing puzzles, this is
the perfect time to pick up a new hobby. Hobbies can keep you occupied and build up your
skills while being enjoyable.
 
Be a reporter on the announcements for Dr. Hughes: Dr. Hughes is looking for ideas to put in
the announcements. Maybe you can help be a reporter and make part of the announcements
every day to make it more enjoyable!
 
Create a daily schedule for every day of the week: Make sure 
you’re getting enough sleep and rest every day. I created a 
schedule a few months ago. It’s helped me a lot to get 
everything done, like homework and practice, to have time to 
do hobbies, and especially to get a lot of rest every day! 
 
Drink lots of water: This is extremely important. Stay hydrated 
and stay healthy! :D
 
Sleep.

CHICKEN HATCHING
 
BY ANALEIGH GOLDSTEIN

Eggs and newborn chics in an incubator

they become fluffy when they dry out. Later in
the day, we had four, then five, and they were so
cute. At night, we saw a sixth one trying to push
itself out, and by the morning we had six
chickens!
 
     All of the chickens didn’t hatch but we waited
a few days; we were surprised because some of 



     For home learning, the G&T students have been very
busy. Every week, Mrs. Eisberg posts a difficult “Mind
Bender,” a tricky problem that helps engage students. Over
the course of the week, students will also play chess.
Students are able to use both online websites and real life
chess boards and pieces      
 
     Mrs. Eisberg has also posted optional fun activities like
digital breakouts and making your own board games and
machines. Some other examples are: choose any topic and
write a poem, song, rap, story or memoir, make a maze for
a marble to travel through, design and build a roller coaster
out of materials at home and test it with a toy car, make a
greeting card using 3-D pop-up art, create an obstacle
course outside and time yourself going from start to
finish! The G&T team, teachers and students, have been
busy, flexible and hard at work during this remote learning
time at home.
.

GIFTED AND TALENTED
BY HANSON LEE

them hatched at different times. We could name them anything we wanted! When
they came out of their eggs they had the cutest chirps. After the chicks had a few
more days in the incubator to dry out, we got a container to put the chickens in.
We needed a heat lamp, food, water, and sawdust, and we made sure we kept our
other pets away. Sadly, we couldn’t  keep them, but they are still our chickens,
even on the farm. I have done this a lot of times and it is a lot of fun!

Hatched baby chicks...so cute!



     For the first time in 9 years, American astronauts launched from American soil
to the International Space Station in the first privately owned rocket made by
SpaceX. It’s called the Falcon 9, and it is the first reusable rocket. Two NASA
astronauts, Robert Behnken and Douglas Hurley, were launched in SpaceX’s new
automated spacecraft called the Crew Dragon.
 
     SpaceX founder Elon Musk said, “The key to Block 5 is that it’s designed to do
10 or more flights with no refurbishment between each flight — or at least not
scheduled refurbishment between each flight.” SpaceX sometimes uses the word
block as an iteration change or, in similar terms, a change in the rocket. Elon
Musk
     

SPACE EXPLORATION
BY HARRISON DAVIS

news around the COUNTRY

     Once the boosters ran out of
fuel, the rocket detached from the
Dragon spacecraft. It started
falling back to earth and landed
on a ship in the Atlantic Ocean as
planned. SpaceX has a mission to
start a colony on Mars. They plan
on getting humans to Mars by the
year 2024. With the advance of
technology space travel will be
more possible than ever before.

also said, “We believe that
the Block 5 boosters are
capable of on the order of
at least 100 flights before
being retired. Maybe more.”
Not only are the Falcon 9
rockets reusable but they
also can land.

SpaceX Crew Dragon spacecraft

The first stage of the SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket arrives in
Florida's Port Canaveral



“What’s a paper Tamagotchi?” you might ask. A regular Tamagotchi is a
handheld digital pet. It was one of the biggest toy fads worldwide in the late
1990s and early 2000s. But did you know that you could make one out of paper?
;) Get your supplies! You’ll need…

arts & crafts

MAKING A PAPER TAMAGATCHI
BY SOPHIA KIM



Draw four of the same egg shapes from the paper. 

Draw a square inside one of the eggs. Leave the others as it is.

Decorate one side of the front cover (the one with the hole) and one side of the back cover however

you want to (use one of the ones that are left)! Optional: You can write a message/word on the case

with the Gelly Roll/Souffle pen if you want to.

Cut out the four eggs with the knife. Make sure to cut out the square hole from the front cover too!

Draw a small sprite (small enough to fit inside the hole in the case).

Glue a strip of paper to the back of the sprite (this is the handle).

Design three buttons however you like.

Glue them onto the front of the case (on the bottom).

Draw at least 3 squares the size of the hole on the front cover with the ruler. Make sure there is a

small tab on the left side of the square so you can pull it out (like a teapot shape?)

Draw/decorate the three scenes any way you want (maybe a bedroom, a garden, etc.) but

remember that the tab won’t show through the hole.

Get the 2 egg shapes that we didn’t use before.

For one of the eggs, draw the same hole (trace it) that you did for the front cover (with the ruler) but

cut off the bottom.

For the other egg, draw the same hole that you did for the front cover (with the ruler) but cut off the

left side.

Take the egg with the left side cut off and glue it to the back of the back cover, so that there is a

space on the left side when you look at it. 

Take the egg with the bottom part cut off and glue ONLY the top and the left part, so that the right

flap will not be glued. Then attach this on top of the part we just glued before this. 

Don’t put glue on the bottom part. Only glue the top right, and left. Then, put the front cover on top

of the part you just put glue on.

Insert one of the scenes into the left side of the Tamagotchi where you should see a hole. 

Insert the character into the hole on the bottom.

Making the Case

1.

2.

3.

4.

Making the Character

1.

2.

Making the Buttons

1.

2.

Making the Scenes

1.

2.

Making the Inside

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Now you have a complete Tamagotchi case!! ( ◕‿◕✿)

 

How to use the Tamagotchi

 

You’re done! (ﾉ◕ヮ◕)ﾉ*:･ﾟ✧
 
 
(Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RQi-KhbiaHk&t=655s) ← Watch this if you need a guide!
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RQi-KhbiaHk&t=655s


CROSSWORD PUZZLE
BY HANSON AND JONAS LEE

Down
1. Noun; A shape with a square bottom. A popular tourist attraction in Egypt.
2. Noun; A seed that grows on palm trees.
4. Noun; A swing plank that you can open and close to enter different places.5.
Noun; A red fruit that grows on trees.
6. Noun; A large building with glass walls/ceiling which regulates temperature to
grow plants.
8. Noun; A tree nut with a brown shell.
10. Noun; An arachnid that has 8 legs and a head and body.
13. Noun; A piece of clothing that people wear on their head.
 
Across
3. Noun; A gem made of pure carbon.
7. Noun; A tree nut that many people are allergic to and others eat as a snack.
9. Noun; A farm animal sometimes used to wake people up.  
11. Noun; A sour citrus fruit that grows on trees.
12. Noun; A person who fishes for fish in a body of water.
14. Noun; This food is usually used as part of somebody’s breakfast.

Answer Key: Page 12



COMICS

BY SOPHIA KIM



ANSWER KEY



Harrison Davis

Max Davis

Analeigh Goldstein

Sophia Kim

Hanson Lee

JOHNNY PAPADOPOULOS

Some of our staffers at home


